4180 2nd Street
Caledonia, MI 49316
(616) 891-8028
office@leightonchurch.org
www.leightonchurch.org
Office Hours: 9a-3p
Tues/Wed/Thurs

Sunday, December 26

No Youth Group
Gym & Kitchen in Use 4-9 p.m.

Monday, December 27 Men’s Basketball 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 28 Church Office Closed

Sunday Worship: 9:30am
Sunday School: 10:45 am for
children, teens, adults

Wed., December 29

Board of Elders:
Drew Corwin, Chairman
Art Hooker, David Kaechele
Scott Pollmann, Mark
Schiefla, Mike Shanahan
Pastor David McBride

Thursday, December 30 Church Office Open

@LeightonUMChurch

LeightonUMChurch

Church Office Closed
No Kids Worship
No Tween Girls Bible Study
No Praise Team Practice

Saturday, January 1

Happy New Year!

Sunday, January 2

Service of Communion
Congregational Meeting 10:45a
No Youth Group

Monday, January 3

Mission Team Meeting 6:30 pm
Men’s Basketball 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, January 4

Leadership Team Meeting 6:30p

Children’s Church is for kids age 4 through 2nd Grade.
Kids will be dismissed during the worship service to attend
their own time of worship in Room 3.
In Children’s Church, kids will enjoy singing, crafts, games,
and a snack.
Questions can be directed to Diane Norris (269) 491-8968
Or Rebecca Shanahan (616) 312-3070

Toddlers & Preschoolers—Room 4: Connie Blain & Britney Bredeweg
Young Five’s, Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade—Room 2:
3rd & 4th Grade—Rooms 12/13:

Jackie Corwin

5th & 6th Grade—Room 14:

Sarah Geers

7th & 8th Grade—Room 9:

Cindy Herring

9th-12th Grade—Rooms 10/11:

Jan Geukes & Terri Farmer

Brian & Jill Smith

Adults: Book of Philippians—Rooms 7/8: Pastor Dave, Bill & Stacey Aman
Adults: God’s Plan Always Prevails: God Leads Godly Leaders—Lounge: Doug Thaler
Adults: Follow Me: God is Faithful to His People—Rooms 15/16: Drew Corwin

CONGREGATION MEETING
SUNDAY, JANUARY 2ND AT 10:45 A.M.
The Board of Elders invites all adults to gather in the
Sanctuary on Sunday, January 2nd at 10:45 a.m. to gather
information about a recent proposal from Barry County
Christian School (BCCS). BCCS has approached Leighton
Church about renting our facility temporarily for a second school
campus. The Board of Elders wishes to hear your input on this
proposal. More information can be found in the email from Pastor
Dave dated December 22nd or attached to the Weekly
Newsletter for those who pick up a hard copy in the Lobby.

2021 contributions sent in the mail must be postmarked no later
than December 31, 2021. Contributions may also be dropped off
at the church on Thursday, December 30th.
Online contributions must be initiated prior to 11:59 p.m. on
December 31st.
Gifts placed in the offering plate on January 2, 2022 will be
recorded for 2022 contributions regardless of the date on the
check.
Questions may be directed to Stacey Aman in the church office.

Equipping kids to know,
grow, and show God’s love

Looking for a meaningful mid-week activity for your
kids? Bring them to Kids Worship!
For kids age 3 thru 5th Grade to experience God’s
story in fresh, fun, meaningful ways.
Questions? Contact Robbi Hilton (616) 217-7532

A Bible study for girls age 10-12 in Room 14. Starting
January 5, the girls will be walking through the books
of the Bible, looking at when it was written, the
author, the book’s theme, select stories and
characters.
Questions? Contact Sarah Geers (616) 299-6898

No Youth Group December 26th or
January 2nd.
Youth Group meets Sunday Nights
5:15-7:30 p.m.
January 9, 16, & 23
All 6th-12th grade students are welcome!
Brian Smith
Director of Youth Ministries
youth@leightonchurch.org
(616) 881-1488

The topic for January is about identity.
Friends welcome!

Save money on postage and bring Christmas cards for your
church family to church.
Tables are set up in the Lobby by Pastor Dave’s office.
Arrange cards on the table alphabetically by last name.
Be sure to check the table and pick up cards addressed to
you!

To My Church Family,
In lieu of sending each of you a Christmas card this year, I am giving financial donations to
Moody Radio and Pregnancy Resource Center in honor of you.
Have a blessed Christmas!
Don Hilton Sr.
To Our Church Family,
In lieu of giving Christmas cards this year, we have made a donation to St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital and Guiding Light in honor of you.
Have a blessed Christmas!
Gary & Jean McCaul
Merry Christmas to our Church Family!
In lieu of giving Christmas cards, we have given a donation to the Pregnancy Resource Center
in your honor.
~David & Anona Steeby

Merry Christmas to our wonderful church family. We wish you much joy and peace as you
celebrate the birth of our Savior. We are sending the money we would spend on cards to Shad
and Sarah Deal, missionaries with Ethnos360 in Missouri.
Our love to you all,
Art & Connie Hooker
In lieu of giving Christmas cards this year, we have given a donation to Heifer International in
your honor. We thank you for all of the wonderful Christmas cards you have given to us. We
wish you a blessed Christmas and joyous New Year!
~Don & Jean Bender

‘Twas the night before Christmas
When all through the duplex
Preteen, Teen and Parents soundly sleeping
Awaiting morning next.
The tree glittered bright with presents below
Gifts changing now with boys who’ve outgrown
Legos.
One’s fifteen now, with the other turned twelve
New stages mean more growing and new
parenting depths to delve.
Car’s warming up for some traveling to see
Mom and Dad and siblings and more family.
Many miles this year with doctor’s visits and
sights to see,
Missouri, Michigan, Colorado, Indiana and
Tennessee!
Praise God for healing from COVID and for
safety on the go.
Shad’s motorcycle crash could have been much
worse, we know!
Sarah’s migraines continue but she continues to
heal
To lean hard on the Lord-His strength is for real!
In April, students graduated, and in August more
came
Shad is getting real good at remembering their
names!
We work on a Training Team with students
numbering ten
Weekly lunches and meetings and classes help
us get to know them.
A new ministry at church we’ve also joined
recently
To help prepare and serve food for our youth
meal weekly

Coming alongside other staff on our campus is
another opportunity
To show God’s care by listening over a meal or
cup of coffee
There are still days that we miss what we left
behind overseas
Our good friends, our lives, our ministries
But looking back at this year, number five since
we’ve been gone
There’s one firm conclusion over all that we’ve
drawn
Our God can be trusted. He’s always got a plan.
No matter the place, when we don’t understand.
Reminiscent of talk of a manger and a baby
Of a stable, a virgin, some angels, and maybe…
No, ALWAYS, His plan is quite perfect, amazing!
We can trust in our lives too; He is doing His
thing!
To bring Himself glory, to make us like Him
In every hardship, every single situation we’re in.
So, this Christmas we thank Him for all that He’s
done
For giving us live, for giving His Son
For abundant life and peace and redeeming
grace
For purpose and meaning and always, in Him,
Finding our place.
And to you, we say, from the greatest to the
least,
Merry Christmas to all, and to all, in Christ,
peace!

Your gifts to the Leighton Church Faith Promise Missions Fund supports the ministry of
Shad & Sarah Deal along with 15 other missionaries around the world.

Greeter Ministry:
December 26: Clay & Luann Snyder
January 2: Randy & Sharon Grinage
January 9: Jan Geukes & Kim Bender
Intercessory Prayer:
December 26: Jean McCaul
January 2: Chris Herring
January 9: Drew & Jackie Corwin
Nursery:
December 26: Christine & Ava Syswerda
January 2: Lori Haselden & Ian Norris
January 9: Brad & Sarah Geers

Contact Diane Porter, Greeter
Ministry Coordinator
(616) 617-0269 or
dianeporter93@gmail.com
Contact Alverna Truax
(616) 891-8219. The Intercessory
Prayer team is actively praying
during the church service. Serve
every 6 to 8 weeks.
Contact Sarah Geers. Nursery
staff must undergo background
checks and attend Child
Protection Class. (616) 299-6898
or sarahgeersbb@gmail.com

Dear Friends at Leighton Church,
During this Advent season, we are especially grateful for
your partnership. Your faithful prayer and financial support of
the Pregnancy Resource Center makes a life-saving
difference (both physically and eternally) in our community.
We can’t do this work without you! Thank you for helping us
change the future….one life at a time.
Merry Christmas!
The Staff of the Pregnancy Resource Center
Your gifts to the Faith Promise Missions Fund of Leighton
Church supports the ministry of the Pregnancy Resource
Center

“We must look to Mary’s example to know how to deal with the glorious impossibilities of
God,” writes Calvin Miller in The Christ of Christmas. “Look how she turned the world upside down
by making one simple statement.”
Jesus surely could have come to earth without Mary’s aid. But God seems to prefer partnering with
people to accomplish miracles such as salvation and healing. So God chooses Mary to carry the
Savior. Later, Jesus often declares people’s own faith crucial to their healing. And today, God works
justice through us, not apart from us.
God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes Miller, “God needs only a little of our agreement
in order to work mighty wonders.” Like Mary’s humble assent: “I am the Lord’s servant. … May your
word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — for whatever partnership God invites you
into. God will do the heavy lifting, for certain, but he hopes you’ll say yes.

Leighton Church is seeking a part-time (15-18
hours per week) worship leader/music program
director. The purpose of this position is to
oversee, coordinate, and give leadership to weekly worship services and further develop music
ministry programs. We are looking for a vibrant
Christian with a calling and gifts for service in
the area of music with experience in leading
praise teams in mostly contemporary music. A
complete job description and application can be
found at www.leightonchurch.org/job

Coming to the Van Andel Arena
Downtown Grand Rapids
March 1, 2022
A great night of worship with
Joel Houston, Taya Gaukrodger,
Benjamin Hastings, Jad Gillies &
Jonathan Douglass and Chris Tomlin
Tickets on sale now!
Ticket prices range from $20—$295
(VIP Experience)

The Gaither Vocal Band Spring
Tour is coming to Grand Rapids!

Get your tickets at
Tomlinunited.com

Ticket prices range from $25-$38
Get your tickets at
Platformtickets.com

March 17, 2022
Grand Rapids First
2100 44th Street SW, Wyoming
With special guests
Ladye Love Smith
Gene McDonald
Kevin Williams

Are you struggling with an addiction to alcohol and are
ready to make a change in your life? Perhaps Alcoholics
Anonymous can help.
Open A.A. meetings are held at the Wayland Christian
Reformed Church located at 303 E. Elm Street
Mondays and Fridays 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Look for the sign on the entrance door in the north wing.

For more information, call (269) 792-2828

